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1
METHODS, SYSTEMS, AND COMPUTER
PROGRAM PRODUCTS FOR OPTIMIZING
QUERY EVALUATION AND PROCESSING IN
A SUBSCRIPTION NOTIFICATION SERVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure relates generally to subscription
notification services and, in particular, to methods, systems,
and computer program products for optimizing query evalu-
ation and processing in a subscription notification service.

Subscription notification services are implemented over a
communications network, e.g., as a Web service by a service
provider entity. Subscriptions facilitate ongoing information
requests based upon a topic of interest to a subscriber. Noti-
fications (also referred to as messages and alerts) inform the
subscriber when the criteria specified the subscription has
been met such as the change in state of a resource within a
management system. A notification source system that pro-
duces the information and services the subscriptions typically
uses query filters for determining when to generate a notifi-
cation when the aforementioned action meets the criteria
specified in the filter.

With the growing popularity of these subscription notifi-
cation services, some notification source systems are turning
to notification brokers for providing a portion of these ser-
vices. In this model, the subscribing entity subscribes to the
notification broker system which, in turn, subscribes to the
notification source system. The subscriptions are created by
the notification broker on behalf of the subscribers, and the
notification source then services the subscriptions for the
notification broker.

Oftentimes, subscription notification systems that involve
processing large volumes of subscription requests can
become inefficient in that numerous subscription queries pre-
sented to a notification source may be redundant; that is,
multiple subscribers are requesting the same information,
which can cause needless backlogs at the notification source.
Processing large quantities of requests, including those that
are redundant, can negatively impact the quality and response
times regarding the subscription request processing and the
resulting notifications.

What is needed, therefore, is a subscription notification
service that eliminates, or substantially reduces, the redun-
dancies in subscription requests, as well as optimizes the way
in which they are processed at the time of an event or incident
that needs to be evaluated against the criteria specified by one
or more subscriptions.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention include methods, systems,
and computer program products for optimizing query evalu-
ation and processing in a subscription notification service.
The method includes determining hierarchical relationships
among a set of subscription queries received from subscrip-
tion client systems. The hierarchical relationships are deter-
mined by identifying subscription queries that are subsets of
corresponding other subscription queries in the set. The
method also includes creating at least one subscription query
at a notification source. The subscription query corresponds
to one or more selected subscription queries in the set and
which also includes any corresponding subsets.

Other systems, methods, and/or computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments will be or become apparent to
one with skill in the art upon review of the following drawings
and detailed description. It is intended that all such additional
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systems, methods, and/or computer program products be
included within this description, be within the scope of the
present invention, and be protected by the accompanying
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter which is regarded as the invention is
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed in the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The foregoing and other
objects, features, and advantages of the invention are apparent
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram depicting a system upon which the
query optimization services may be implemented in exem-
plary embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram describing a process for creating
an optimal subscription query via the query optimization
services in exemplary embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a sample binary classification tree created for a
topic, class, or root item used in implementing the query
optimization services in exemplary embodiments; and

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram describing a process for respond-
ing to notification messages resulting from execution of the
optimal subscription query in exemplary embodiments.

The detailed description explains the preferred embodi-
ments of the invention, together with advantages and features,
by way of example with reference to the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with exemplary embodiments, query opti-
mization and processing services are provided. The query
optimization and processing services manages subscription
queries in a manner that eliminates, or substantially reduces,
the redundancies in subscription requests. Query optimiza-
tion is facilitated by determining subset/superset relation-
ships for subscription queries. The determination may be
implemented, e.g., via a classification tree that is generated
for subjects, e.g., topics, root items, classes, etc. Alterna-
tively, the determination may be implemented, for example,
using Structured Query Language (SQL) based queries by
examining predicates or by examining Xpath queries for top-
ics. These techniques are provided for purposes of illustra-
tion. It will be understood, however, that any suitable tech-
nique for determining these relationships may be utilized in
order to realize the advantages of the invention.

Turning now to FIG. 1, a system for implementing the
query optimization and processing services will now be
described in accordance with exemplary embodiments. The
system of FIG. 1 includes a plurality of subscriber client
systems 102 in communication with a notification broker
system 104 over one or more network(s) 106. Also included in
the system of FIG. 1 is a notification service provider system
108 (also referred to herein as “notification source system™)
in communication with the notification broker system 104
over one or more networks (e.g., networks 106).

In exemplary embodiments, the notification broker system
104 is an intermediary subscription/notification service pro-
vider that provides subscription notification services to sub-
scriber client systems 102. Notification broker system 104
also provides subscription-related services to the notification
service provider system 108 as described herein.

Client systems 102 are operated by users at one or more
geographic locations who request (e.g., subscribe to) notifi-
cation services. Hach of client systems 102 may be imple-
mented using a general-purpose computer executing a com-
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puter program for carrying out the processes described
herein. Clients may include, e.g., Web services, network-
based entities, and server-based resources. Clients may
include any application process (i.e., autonomic resource
manager) that is interested in the event specified in the sub-
scriptions filter criteria. While only three client systems 102
are shown in the system of FIG. 1, it will be understood that
many client systems 102 may be implemented in order to
realize the advantages of the subscription evaluation and pro-
cessing services.

Each of notification service provider system 108 and noti-
fication broker system 104 may be implemented using one or
more servers operating in response to a computer program
stored in a storage medium accessible by the server(s). The
notification broker system 104 may operate as a network
server (e.g., a web server) to communicate with the client
systems 102 and notification service provider system 108.
The notification broker system 104 handles sending and
receiving information to and from the client systems 102 and
notification service provider system 108 and can perform
associated tasks. The notification broker system 104 executes
one or more applications (e.g., query optimization applica-
tion 112) to provide the services described herein.

The notification broker system 104 is in communication
with a storage device 110. Storage device 110 may be imple-
mented using memory contained in the notification broker
system 104 or it may be a separate physical, logical, or virtual
device. In exemplary embodiments, the storage device 110 is
in direct communication with the notification broker system
104 (via, e.g., cabling). However, other network implemen-
tations may be utilized. For example, storage device 110 may
be logically addressable as a consolidated data source across
a distributed environment that includes one or more networks
106. Information stored in the storage device 110 may be
retrieved and manipulated via the notification broker system
104. Storage device 110 stores a variety of information foruse
in implementing the query evaluation and processing ser-
vices. As shown in FIG. 1, storage device 110 stores classifi-
cation trees and/or SQL-based classifiers, subscription que-
ries (e.g., optimal subscription queries), and subscription
accounts. In exemplary embodiments, an optimal subscrip-
tion query refers to one or more subscription queries that,
collectively, are predicted will produce a minimal number of
relevant messages without redundancies. Subscription
accounts may include information regarding subscribers of
the services (e.g., identification information, notification
means, such as email addresses, etc., for subscriber client
systems 102).

Network(s) 106 may be any type of known network includ-
ing, but not limited to, a wide area network (WAN), a local
areanetwork (LAN), a global network (e.g. Internet), a virtual
private network (VPN), and an intranet. The network(s) 106
may be implemented using a wireless network or any kind of
physical network implementation known in the art. A client
system 102 may be coupled to the notification broker system
104 through multiple networks (e.g., intranet and Internet) so
that not all client systems 102 are coupled to the notification
broker system 104 through the same network. One or more of
the client systems 102 and the notification broker system 104
may be connected to the network 106 in a wireless fashion.

As indicated above, the query evaluation and processing
services are implemented by determining hierarchical rela-
tionships among a set of subscription queries received from
subscription client systems 102. The determination is imple-
mented by identifying subscription queries that are subsets of
a specified subscription query in the set. For example, a
subscription query that is received may be classified by sub-

10

20

40

45

50

4

set/superset relationships with existing subscription queries
for a given topic. A classification scheme, such as a binary
classification scheme may be used for classifying the infor-
mation. It will be understood by those skilled in the art that
other classification schemes may be utilized for implement-
ing the query evaluation processes described herein. Thus, the
binary classification scheme described herein is provided for
illustrative purposes only and is not to be construed as limit-
ing in scope. Once the classification tree is established, an
optimal subscription query may be generated at a notification
source for one or more specified subscription queries that
incorporate the subsets.

Turning now to FIG. 2, a process for creating an optimal
subscription query via the query optimization services will
now be described in exemplary embodiments. The process
starts at step 202 where a classification tree (e.g., binary
classification tree) is generated for a given subject (e.g., topic,
class, root item, etc.) by the query evaluation application 112
at step 204. A sample binary classification tree 300 is shown
in FIG. 3 for illustrative purposes. The binary classification
tree 300 of FIG. 3 represents a series of SQL-based subscrip-
tion queries. As shown in FIG. 3, binary classification tree 300
includes five levels comprised of nodes 302-316 presented in
a hierarchical format. The top node 302 is situated at the
highest level of the binary classification tree 300. Each of the
five levels includes one or more nodes. Each node may be a
parent node that includes a left branch (e.g., nodes 302, 304,
308, 310) and may alternatively include both a left and right
branch (e.g., nodes 304, 308, 310). A node that does not
include a branch is a leaf node (e.g., nodes 306 and 312). Each
left node of a specified level (e.g., node 306) is a subset of a
parent node (e.g., node 304) at the next higher level from
which the nodes(s) branch. Each node contains a subscription
query and each subscription query provided in a given left
node is determined to be a subset of a subscription query
provided inarespective parent node. The binary classification
tree 300 is modified as new subscription queries are received
and processed by the query evaluation application 112 as
described herein. The binary classification tree 300 and others
may be stored in storage device 110 of FIG. 1.

At step 206, the notification broker system 104 receives a
new subscription query from a subscriber client system 102.
The new subscription query is processed as described in steps
208-240 of FIG. 2. This processing will now be described in
exemplary embodiments.

At step 208, the subscription query is compared to the top
level node (e.g., node 302 of FIG. 3) of the binary classifica-
tion tree. It is determined from the comparison whether the
subscription query is a subset of a query specified in the top
level node at step 210.

If the subscription query is determined to be a subset of a
query specified in the top level node, the query evaluation
application 112 traverses the left branch of the next tree level
(e.g., the level comprising node 304) and compares the sub-
scription query with the query provided in the node (e.g.,
node 304) that comprises the left branch of the top node at
step 212.

Again, it is determined whether the subscription query is a
subset of the left branch node (e.g., node 304) at step 214.
Similar techniques as described above may be used in this
determination. If the subscription query is determined to be a
subset of the left branch node, it is determined whether the
traversal is completed at step 215 (i.e., no lower level nodes
existin the tree). Ifthe traversal has not completed at step 215,
the process returns to step 212. Otherwise, if the query is not
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a subset of a current level node at step 214, or alternatively, if
the traversal has completed at step 215, the process then
proceeds to step 216.

At step 216, it is determined whether a right branch exists
for current level (i.e., the level at which the parent node is
found). If not, a right branch for the parent node is created at
step 218 and the subscription query is entered in the node of
the newly created right branch. At step 220, the subscription
query is associated with the subscriber client system 102
which provided the subscription query (from step 206). This
association may be implemented via the subscriber accounts
stored in storage device 110 of FIG. 1. The process then
continues at step 242 as described further herein.

Returning to step 216, if'it is determined that a right branch
does exist for the current level, the left branch of the next level
of the classification tree is traversed in order to find a right
branch. If a right branch has not been found at the current
level, the next level (lower than the current level) is traversed
at step 222. The process described in steps 222 and 224 is
repeated until a node is found at a level which does not have
a right branch. A right branch is then created at the level for
the node at step 226 and the subscription query is entered in a
node at the right branch. The subscription query is associated
with the subscriber client system that provided the subscrip-
tion query at step 228 and the process continues at step 242 as
described further herein.

Returning to step 210, if the subscription query is not
determined to be a subset of the top level node, it is next
determined whether the subscription query is a superset of the
top level node at step 230. If not, the process continues at step
216 as shown in the flow diagram of FIG. 2. If, however, the
subscription query is determined to be a superset of the query
provided inthe top level node at step 230, a new top level node
is created for the classification tree at step 232. The subscrip-
tion query is entered into the new top level node at step 234.
The old top level node is attached as a left branch of the new
top level node at step 236. If existing, a right branch of the old
top level node is attached as a right branch of the new top level
node at step 238. At step 240, the subscription query is asso-
ciated with the subscriber client system 102 that provided the
subscription query (from step 206). The process continues at
step 242.

The query evaluation system 112 selects one or more of the
nodes in the classification tree at step 242. This determination
may be made based upon, e.g., policy decisions, such as the
ability of the notification source 108 to service subscriptions,
the ability of the broker 104 to service subscriptions, and the
cost of sending a notification from the notification source 108
to the broker 104 that no client system 102 is interested in
receiving. For example, if the notification broker 104 creates
a few wide ranging queries, it runs the risk of causing a lot of
messages to be generated that no client system 102 is inter-
ested in receiving. In exemplary embodiments, the selection
of'the node(s) are determined based upon a minimal number
of relevant messages that is expected will be obtained via
execution of the identified selection.

These one or more selected nodes are used to create an
optimal subscription query (i.e., one or more queries) at step
244. The optimal subscription query includes all of the query
elements provided in the selected node(s), as well as all of
those query elements contained in subscription queries cap-
tured in nodes that are children of the selected node(s) (i.e., by
virtue of the subset relationships). This optimal subscription
query is transmitted to the notification service provider sys-
tem 108 for execution. Thus, the optimal subscription query
may include an aggregation of two or more subscription
queries that are subsets of the optimal subscription query. In
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this manner, redundancy of subscription query executions can
be substantially eliminated. Any node in the binary classifi-
cation tree may be selected for generating an optimal sub-
scription query. For example, node 308 at level three of the
binary classification tree 300 of FIG. 3 may be selected for the
optimal subscription query. In this example, the optimal sub-
scription query generated would include all of the query
elements contained in node 308 as well as those contained in
subordinate nodes 310-316 (by virtue of the subset relation-
ships).

At step 246, it is determined whether a new subscription
query has been received from a subscription client system
102. If not, the process ends at step 248. Otherwise, the
process returns to step 208 as shown in the flow diagram of
FIG. 2 and as described above.

As indicated above, and as shown in FIG. 3, the subset/
superset relationships may be determined for SQL-based
queries via examination and comparison of SQL expressions
(e.g., SELECT clause and WHERE predicate). In particular,
the query optimization application 112 examines the
SELECT clauses of the two queries to determine if the fields
selected in one query are a subset of the other query. If this
first subset test succeeds, the query optimization application
112 proceeds to examine the WHERE predicates of the filters.

For a comparison of two queries to determine if the subset
relationship exists, each column constraint must be examined
one by one. In each case, the column of'the subset query must
include a smaller or equal range of values. The subset query
may have more AND constraints than the super query but not
the reverse. The superset query may have more OR con-
straints than the subset query but not the reverse. If none of the
pervious evaluations return a false value, then a comparison
of the included columns in the result set can be made. The
subset query must include every column that the superset
contains in the SELECT portion of the query.

If a new subscription request has a query filter that is a
subset of an existing subscription, then the query optimiza-
tion application 112 creates an internal record of the new
subscription (i.e., no new node is created in the classification
tree 300). The internal record may be part of the subscriber
account record stored in storage device 110. The internal
record associates the subscription client system 102, or sub-
scriber, with the subscription query that is represented as a
node in the classification tree 300. The query optimization
application 112 then uses these subset relationships to con-
struct a minimal number of efficient subscriptions at the noti-
fication source (i.e., notification source system 108).

As indicated above, one process utilized for determining
subset/superset relationships for topics may be comparing
XPath queries. The comparison of XPaths may be done on an
element-by-element basis in the element hierarchy and may
take into account attribute filters and wildcards. It will be
appreciated that other techniques for determining subset/su-
perset relationships may be used.

The notification broker 104 receives results from the noti-
fication source system 108 in response to execution of the
optimal subscription query generated in FIG. 2. Each mes-
sage result set (i.e., results of implementation of the optimal
subscription query) may be used as input to a subset or more
exclusive query as opposed to evaluating each query indepen-
dently. Since subset relationships have been pre-established
via the classification tree 300, the evaluations of subsequent
queries may be applied to the result set of the parent superset
rather than a larger data set, thereby providing efficiencies in
the message evaluation process. These features will now be
described in FIG. 4.
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The process begins at step 402 whereby one or more noti-
fication messages are received at the notification broker sys-
tem 104 from the notification service provider system 108 in
response to execution of an optimal query subscription at step
404. At step 406, the classification tree 300 is searched for the
selected node(s) that match the optimal subscription query.
The classification tree 300 may be searched, e.g., via a depth
first recursive tree search that visits the left branch as long as
it meets the criteria to include the message in its result set.

Once found, the subscriber client systems associated with
the selected node(s) (e.g., via internal records established at
the subscriber accounts) are identified at step 408. A notifi-
cation message is transmitted to the identified subscriber
client systems 102 at step 410.

At step 412, it is determined whether any left branch(es)
exist for the selected node(s). If not, the process ends at step
414. Otherwise, the contents of the notification message are
compared with each node in the left branch(es) of the selected
node(s) in order to determine whether any matches exist at
step 416.

A notification message is transmitted to subscriber client
systems 102 whose subscription queries match the contents
of the notification message at step 418.

At step 420, it is determined whether a new notification
message has been received. If not, the process ends at step
414. Otherwise, the process returns to step 406 as shown in
the flow diagram of FIG. 4 and as described above.

As described above, embodiments can be embodied in the
form of computer-implemented processes and apparatuses
for practicing those processes. In exemplary embodiments,
the invention is embodied in computer-readable program
code on a computer-usable medium executed by one or more
network elements. Embodiments include computer program
code containing instructions embodied in tangible media,
such as floppy diskettes, CD-ROMs, hard drives, or any other
computer-readable storage medium, wherein, when the com-
puter program code is loaded into and executed by a com-
puter, the computer becomes an apparatus for practicing the
invention. Embodiments include computer program code, for
example, whether stored in a storage medium, loaded into
and/or executed by a computer, or transmitted over some
transmission medium, such as over electrical wiring or
cabling, through fiber optics, or via electromagnetic radia-
tion, wherein, when the computer program code is loaded into
and executed by a computer, the computer becomes an appa-
ratus for practicing the invention. When implemented on a
general-purpose microprocessor, the computer program code
segments configure the microprocessor to create specific
logic circuits.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiment
disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims. Moreover,
the use of the terms first, second, etc. do not denote any order
or importance, but rather the terms first, second, etc. are used
to distinguish one element from another. Furthermore, the use
of'the terms a, an, etc. do not denote a limitation of quantity,
but rather denote the presence of at least one of the referenced
item.
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What is claimed is:
1. A computer implemented method for optimizing query
evaluation and processing services in a subscription notifica-
tion system to reduce query redundancy at a notification
service provider system of the subscription notification sys-
tem, comprising:
receiving a set of subscription queries at a notification
broker system from subscription client systems, the
notification broker system comprising processing cir-
cuitry and acting as an intermediary between the sub-
scription client systems and the notification service pro-
vider system;
as the subscription queries are received from subscription
client systems at the notification broker system, gener-
ating a classification tree by analyzing the subscription
queries to determine hierarchical relationships among
the subscription queries and to identify subscription
queries that are subsets of corresponding other subscrip-
tion queries;
selecting one of the nodes in the classification tree as the
basis for an optimal subscription query, the selection
based upon a minimum number of relevant messages
expected to be obtained via execution of the selection;

generating the optimal subscription query from selected
node, the optimal subscription query including all query
elements from the selected node and all of the query
elements from child nodes of the selected node;

subscribing the notification broker system to the notifica-
tion service provider system with the optimal subscrip-
tion query;

receiving at least one notification message from the notifi-

cation service provider system in response to the optimal
subscription query from the notification broker system;
and

identifying subscription client systems for transmitting the

at least one notification message resulting from execu-
tion of the optimal subscription query by identifying the
one or more selected nodes that match the optimal sub-
scription query for which the at least one notification
message is generated, and

transmitting the at least one notification message to sub-

scriber client systems associated with the one or more
selected nodes.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining hierar-
chical relationships further comprises generating a classifi-
cation tree for a subject, the classification tree specifying
subset relationships among the set of subscription queries via
hierarchical levels and nodes; wherein each node in a left
branch of a parent node at a specified level in the classification
tree is a subset of the parent node; and wherein further, sub-
scription queries that are not classified as either of a subset
and a superset of the parent node are placed in an empty leaf
node by traversing the classification tree for a first available
empty leaf node.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

inserting a new node at the top of the classification tree,

upon receipt of a subscription query, when the subscrip-
tion query is determined to be a superset of a highest
node in the classification tree;

attaching the highest node to the new node as a left branch;

and

attaching the right branch of the highest node, if existing, to

the new node as a right branch.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein each of the nodes in the
classification tree is associated with at least one of the sub-
scription client systems based upon respective subscription
queries.
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5. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

processing the left branch of the one or more selected
nodes, comprising:

comparing contents of the at least one notification message
to each of the subscription queries in each of the nodes of
the left branch; and

transmitting the at least one notification message to those
subscription client systems associated with any of the
nodes of the left branch for which a match is found in
response to the comparing.

6. A system for optimizing query evaluation and process-
ing services to reduce query redundancy at a notification
service provider system of the system, comprising:

a notification broker system comprising processing cir-
cuitry, the notification broker system in communication
with subscription client systems and the notification ser-
vice provider system, the notification broker system act-
ing as an intermediary between the subscription client
systems and the notification service provider system;
and

aquery optimization application executing on the notifica-
tion broker system, the query optimization application
stored on a non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium and implementing a method, comprising:

determining hierarchical relationships among a set of sub-
scription queries received from the subscription client
systems, as the subscription queries are received, and
generating a classification tree by analyzing the sub-
scription queries;

selecting one of the nodes in the classification tree as the
basis for an optimal subscription query, the selection
based on a predefined policy that describes at least one of
an ability of the notification service provider system to
service subscriptions, an ability of the notification bro-
ker system to service subscriptions, and a cost of sending
a notification from the notification service provider sys-
tem to the notification broker system;

generating at least one optimal subscription query to
include all query elements from the selected node and all
of the query elements from child nodes of the selected
node;

subscribing the notification broker system to the notifica-
tion service provider system with at least one optimal
subscription query;

receiving at least one notification message from the notifi-
cation service provider system in response to the at least
one optimal subscription query from the notification
broker system; and

transmitting the at least one notification message to sub-
scriber client subset and a superset of the parent node are
placed in an empty leaf node by traversing the classifi-
cation tree for a first available empty leaf node.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the determining further
comprises generating a classification tree for a subject, the
classification tree specifying subset relationships among the
set of subscription queries via hierarchical levels and nodes;
wherein each node in a left branch of a parent node at a
specified level in the classification tree is a subset of the parent
node; and wherein further, subscription queries that are not
classified as either of a subset and a superset of the parent
node are placed in an empty leaf node by traversing the
classification tree for a first available empty leaf node.

8. The system of claim 6, wherein the at least one optimal
subscription query is created from one or more selected nodes
in the classification tree.
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9. The system of claim 7, wherein the query optimization
application further performs:

processing the left branch of the one or more selected

nodes, comprising:

comparing contents of the at least one notification message

to each of the subscription queries in each of the nodes of
the left branch; and

transmitting the at least one notification message to those

subscription client systems associated with any of the
nodes of the left branch for which a match is found in
response to the comparing.

10. A computer program product for optimizing query
evaluation and processing services in a subscription notifica-
tion system, the computer program product including a com-
puter-readable program of instructions on a non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium for implementing a
method, comprising:

receiving a set of subscription queries at a notification

broker system from subscription client systems, the
notification broker system comprising processing cir-
cuitry and acting as an intermediary between the sub-
scription client systems and a notification service pro-
vider system;

determining hierarchical relationships among the set of

subscription queries received from subscription client
systems at the notification broker system, and generat-
ing a classification tree by analyzing the subscription
queries to identify subscription queries that are subsets
of corresponding other subscription queries;

selecting one of the nodes in the classification tree as the

basis for an optimal subscription query, the selection
based on a predefined policy that describes at least one of
an ability of the notification service provider system to
service subscriptions, an ability of the notification bro-
ker system to service subscriptions, and a cost of sending
a notification from the notification service provider sys-
tem to the notification broker system;

generating, from a corresponding subscription query iden-

tified by the node, at least one optimal subscription
query to include all query elements from the selected
node and all of the query elements from child nodes of
the selected node; subscribing the notification broker
system to the notification service provider system with
at least one optimal subscription query;

receiving at least one notification message from the notifi-

cation service provider system in response to the at least
one optimal subscription query from the notification
broker system; and

identifying subscription client systems for transmitting the

at least one notification message resulting from execu-
tion of the at least one optimal subscription query by
searching a classification tree for the one or more
selected nodes that match the at least one optimal sub-
scription query for which the at least one notification
message is generated, and

transmitting the at least one notification message to sub-

scriber client systems associated with the one or more
selected nodes.

11. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein
the determining further comprises generating a classification
tree for a subject, the classification tree specifying subset
relationships among the set of subscription queries via hier-
archical levels and nodes; wherein each node in a left branch
of'a parent node at a specified level in the classification tree is
a subset of the parent node; and wherein further, subscription
queries that are not classified as either of a subset and a
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superset of the parent node are placed in an empty leaf node
by traversing the classification tree for a first available empty
leaf node.

12. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
each of the nodes in the classification tree is associated with at
least one of the subscription client systems based upon
respective subscription queries.

13. The computer program product of claim 11, further
comprising instructions for implementing:

processing the left branch of the one or more selected

nodes, comprising:

comparing contents of the at least one notification message

to each of the subscription queries in each of the nodes of
the left branch; and

transmitting the at least one notification message to those

subscription client systems associated with any of the
nodes of the left branch for which a match is found in
response to the comparing.

14. The system of claim 6, wherein the selecting one of the
nodes in the classification tree based on a predefined policy
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selects the one of the nodes based upon a minimum number of
relevant messages expected to be obtained via execution of
the selection.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the selecting one of the
nodes in the classification tree further comprises selecting
based on a predefined policy.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the predefined policy
describes at least one of an ability of the notification service
provider system to service subscriptions, an ability of the
notification broker system to service subscriptions, and a cost
of sending a notification from the notification service pro-
vider system to the notification broker system.

17. The computer program product of claim 10, wherein
the selecting one of the nodes in the classification tree selects
the one of the nodes based upon a minimum number of
relevant messages expected to be obtained via execution of
the selection.



